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Ecton Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Ecton Parish Council held in the Village Hall, High Street, Ecton on Tuesday 20th May 2025 at 7.45pm. (A week earlier than usual).
Present: 
Mr I Whittaker (Chair), Mrs S Bell, Mr N Bond, Mr D Dicks, Mr J Fernley Mr S Grisewood 

   

and Mr A Sandhu
In Attendance: Mrs S Wong – Parish Clerk 

	Item No
	

	1101/2025
	Election of Chairperson and Signing of the Acceptance of Office Form by the Chair

Cllr D Dicks PROPOSED Ian Whittaker to remain as Chair SECONDED by Cllr A Sandhu. No further nominations were received. All in favour. It was RESOLVED that Cllr I Whittaker be appointed Chair for the year 2025/2026. Cllr I Whittaker signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

	1102/2025
	Election of Vice Chair and Signing of the Acceptance of Office Form by the Vice Chair
Cllr S Bell PROPOSED Cllr J Fernley as Vice Chair SECONDED by Cllr I Whittaker, no further nominations were received. It was RESOLVED Cllr J Fernley be appointed Vice Chair for the year 2025/2026. Cllr J Fernley signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

	1103/2025
	To Receive Apologies

Apologies were received from Parish Councillor  Chrystel Adams,  North Northants Councillors 
Mr S Brown and Ms V Jessop all had other commitments to attend.

	1104/2025
	Receive any Declarations of Interest 

Declarations of interest were received from Cllr N Bond ref agenda item 1112/25 D.

	1105/2025
	Parish Council Vacancies – Discuss any applications and Co-option on to the PC

There is now one vacancy for  parish Councillor as Alistair McCarter didn’t stand for re-election. Action: Clerk to advertise the vacancy on social media and on  the website.

	1106/2025
	Appointment of Councillor Responsibilities
Councillors would continue with the following responsibilities:

Cllr I Whittaker – Police, and VAS Signs,  Cllr D Dicks – Notice boards and grit bins, 
Planning -The PC as a collective, 
Cllrs D Dicks, J Fernley & N Bond – Bank Signature, 
Cllr N Bond – Internal Audit Inspections.

The Clerk will act as the Lighting Representative. All were in agreement.

	1107/2025
	Agree dates of meetings 2025/2026
It was RESOLVED to agree to continue to hold meetings bi-monthly on the 4th Tuesday of every other month. 
The following meeting dates for 2025/26 are as follows:

2025 – 22nd July, 23rd September, 25th November. 
2026 – 27th January, 24th March and 19th May. (Annual Meeting of the Parish and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, being held a week earlier than usual). 

	1108/2025
	Annual Review of all Policies and Procedures

a. To review and re-adopt the following documents without amendment:

· Archive & Retention Policy

Code of Conduct 




· Complaints Procedure


Data Breach





· Data Protection



Disability




· Discrimination



Equal Opportunities




· Freedom of Information


Grant Funding





· Health & Safety



Internal Controls




· Reserves Policy 


Scheme of Delegation




· Social Media Policy
Copies of all policies and procedures were circulated prior to the meeting for their annual review. It was RESOLVED to re-adopt them for another 12 months. 

b. To adopt amended Asset Register
A copy of the updated Asset Register was circulated prior to the meeting for annual review. It was RESOLVED to accept the updated Asset Register and add a couple of changes. Action: Clerk to reword the Playing Field equipment and surface to include the surrounding wall and to add the metal barriers onto the asset register.
c. To adopt amended Financial Regulations
It was RESOLVED to adopt the updated 2025 Financial Regulations for another 12 months.
d. To adopt amended Standing Orders
It was RESOLVED to adopt the updated 2025 Standing Orders for another 12 months.
e. To agree to review and adopt all Risk Assessments and policies
A copy of the Risk Assessment and Risk Assessment Analysis and policies were circulated prior to the meeting for their annual review. It was RESOLVED to re-adopt the Annual Risk Assessment and Risk Assessment Analysis and supporting policies for another 12 months.

	1109/2025
	To appoint NCALC as Data Protection Officer

It was RESOLVED to appoint Northants NCALC as the PC’s Data Protection Officer this year.

	1110/2025
	Public Session

a. Invitation to the public to address the council 
No members of public were in attendance.

b. Invitation to Unitary Councillor to provide updating report

No Unitary Councillors were in attendance.

	1111/2025
	To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish 

Council held on the 25th March 2025
It was RESOLVED the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parish Council held on the 25th March 2025, having been previously circulated, were approved as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair Mr I Whittaker.

	1112/2025
	Financial Matters

a. Agree Clerks Annual Pay increase from SCP Scale 26 £18.72ph to SCP Scale 27 £19.20ph
It was RESOLVED to agree the Clerks annual pay increase from scale LCP 26 at £18.72ph to LCP 27 £19.20 as of 1st April 2025.
b. Agree whether to make an annual pension contribution to the Clerks pension of £180
It was discussed and RESOLVED to make a one-off yearly contribution to the Clerks personal pension scheme of £180.00. To be reviewed every year. All were in agreement. 

c. Discuss and agree renewal of Insurance Premium 
The PC previously signed up to a 3-year deal with Zurich Insurance last year. This year’s renewal price is £561.52. It was RESOLVED to accept the renewal price. Action: Clerk will contact the insures to add a value of £2,000 for metal barriers and see if the wall at the playground can be covered by the public liability insurance?
d. Discuss and agree whether to make a grant donation to the closed churchyard maintenance costs and an extra donation to cover costs for essential tree works of £1500
A request from the PCC for financial assistance to cover costs for essential tree works at a cost of £1500 has been received. It was RESOLVED to meet this request. Money can be moved from the 2025/2026 budget that is surplus to requirements to cover the costs. £932 was set aside for Election Cost fees and £501 towards VAS signs. This money can be moved into Church Maintenance donations as the money is no longer needed for the elections or VAS signs. All were in agreement.
e. To approve payments to be made in May for outstanding invoices / accounts 
It was RESOLVED to approve payments to be made in May 2025 (Appendix A) via bank transfer. These payments were authorised online during the meeting via NatWest Bankline by Cllr J Fernley.

d. To receive financial statement as at 20.05.25 agreed to the Bank Reconciliation 
The Clerk reported the Bank Balances to date as reconciled to the bank statement were as follows: Current Account £50.00, Reserves Account £38,988.63 less May payments of £3,921.26 = £35,647.37
This is broken down into £3,289.39 David Cross funds, £113.52 Playing Field Funds and £32,244.46 Parish Council Funds. 

Income received since March 2025
Precept 25/26 £16,335

HMRC Vat Refund 2024/2025  £1,950.89
Bank Interest £26.34
NNC – Chair Pilates Grant £1,440.00

Financial reports were received for information.
e. To receive update report reference David Cross Bequest

No recent David Cross Expenditure has been made. The current balance in the account stands at £3,289.39

	1113/2025
	Audit – Year Ending 31st March 2025

a. To complete the YE procedure and Resolve to adopt the YE accounts as at 31st May 25

The Clerk has completed the year end accounts as at 31st March 2025, these were previously circulated prior to the meeting. It was RESOLVED to adopt the year end accounts as presented.

b. To receive Internal Auditor Tina Charteress’s report and Resolve to note and agree any actions

NCALC Internal Auditor Tina Charteress has carried out her internal inspection of the accounts and processes for YE 31st March 2025. Her report was circulated to members prior to the council meeting and its contents noted at the meeting.  These included an observation that the website the PC uses is a village one rather than council specific. A Parish Council must maintain a website so it can publish data in line with the Transparency Code and the website should be .gov or .org. It was agreed to ask Thomas Brophy about costs for creating a website just for the Parish Council rather than using part of the Village website. Action: The Clerk to speak with Thomas.
c. To receive report from the final internal financial inspection for the year end 31st March 2025
It was noted that Councillor McCarter completed the final Internal Financial Inspection for the period end 31st March 2025 on the 1st April 2025 and found all receipts and payments have been recorded accurately. 
d. To Resolve and approve completion off the Certificate of Exemption & Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/2025 
It was RESOLVED to agree the completed Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements for the year end 31st March 2025. It was noted that for the seventh year the Council will submit a notification of exempt status due to Parish Councils Income and Expenditure for 2024/2025 being under £25,000. All Councillors received copies of the documentation prior to the meeting
e. To Resolve and approve completion off Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/2025 
It was RESOLVED to agree the completed (Section 2) Accounting Statements 2024/25 which was circulated prior to the meeting. Section 2 was signed by the Clerk and the Chairman.

f. To confirm the date for the 30-working day period for the Exercise of Public Rights 

It was RESOLVED to agree the dates to display the Public of Rights Notice. The period to view the Parish Council accounts for the period end 31st March 2024 is between Tuesday 3rd June to Monday 14th July 2024 from 9am to 5pm.

g. To appoint the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer

It was RESOLVED to appoint the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer for the current year.

h. To adopt the General Power of Competence

As it is an election year and as more than two-thirds of parish council members are elected and also as the Clerk holds the (CILCA) – Certificate in Local Council Administration, a fully recognised professional certificate in local council administration, the PC is able to adopt the General Power of Competence. RESOLVED to adopt the General Power of Competence 

Information on the GPC - The General Power of Competence (GPC) was introduced by the Localism Act 2011 and took effect in February 2012. In simple terms, it gives councils the power to do anything an individual can do provided it is not prohibited by other legislation. It applies to all principal councils (district, county and unitary councils etc). It also applies to eligible parish and town councils. It replaces the wellbeing powers in England that were provided under the Local Government Act 2000.

	1114/2025
	To discuss any correspondence received

Request to install a gate at the Play Area
The Clerk received a request from someone that doesn’t live in the village to consider installing gates at the entrance and exit points at the playground. Councillors RESOLVED this is not necessary. An annual health and safety inspection report is carried out on the play area every year and the H&S Inspector has never recommended gates need installing.

Discuss and agree whether to go with Valda for Street Lighting Electricity – to accept prices 
Unfortunately, the recent transfer of street lighting electricity to Tomato Energy fell through. The government had put a stop on Tomato taking on any more new customers. The Clerk circulated quotes to transfer to Valda Energy instead. Valdas prices for the year come in at £2,834.76 against our current supplier SSE at £3,96.89. It was RESOLVED to transfer our energy to Valda. Action: The Clerk will start the process.

	1115/2025
	Village Services

a Receive any update reports on the Playing Field
Nothing new to report.
b Receive updates and discuss any village maintenance matters inc fly tipping issues
Fly tipping along Lower Ecton Lane continues. The  branches from the Silver Birch tree at 54b West Street are blocking the light coming from the street light in the alley way at West Street.

Action: The Clerk will contact the householder and ask them to arrange to have the branches cut back asap.

It was also noted that the bushes that hang over the shrine are now hanging over the public footpath. Action: Cllrs N Bond and D Dicks will work together to trim them back.
c To note recent A4500 crash and discuss any new traffic calming measures

There was a recent crash on the A4500 which resulted in a vehicle going into a hedge on the A4500. The Chair has reported the incident so the incident can be logged for accidents in the village. Action:  The Clerk will speak with Unitary Scott Brown about getting some “Please drive slowly signs”

	1116/2025
	Unitary Councillors Reports and discuss any items 

Cllr S Bell reported that the Chair Pilates classes organised by Cllr C Adams, funded by a grant received from North Northamptonshire Council are going well and are well attended.

	1117/2025
	To note any maters arising from the previous minutes not covered by items on the agenda

Nothing new to report.

	1118/2025
	Discuss any planning related matters including those not yet determined

Stop Green Hill Solar Farm Crowd Funder – Cllr D Dicks
Cllr D Dicks reported that a crowd funder has been set up for the Stop Greenhill Solar Farm.

	1119/2025
	Parish Councillors reports and to discuss any items to be considered for the next agenda

Nothing new to report.

	1120/2025
	Date of next meeting –Tuesday 22nd July 2025
It was RESOLVED to hold the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council on Tuesday 22nd July 2025 in Ecton Village Hall at 7.30pm.

	
	Close: The meeting ended at 8.50pm.


Signed by …………………………………………Date ……………………………………..
Appendix A
1112/2025 Financial Matters
E. Review Financial Statement as at 20/05/2025 and propose payments. Monies must be paid out only in pursuance of statutory powers (SP) vested in the Parish Council. RESOLVED balances as presented be accepted. RESOLVED the following accounts be paid.
	Payment
Method
	Amount
	Vat
	Payee
	Details
	Power

	BT
	384.27
	1.11
	Shirley Wong
	Clerks Salary

23.4.25 to 19.5.25
22 hours @ LCP 27 £19.10pph

Back dated pay 20 hours @ 0.38pph 

Office & Broadband £35.42

Stationery £5.54 Vat £1.11
Tax deductions £85.60
	LGA 1972 s 112

	BT
	87.22
	0.00
	HMRC
	Employer NI Contribution £1.62
Tax S Wong £85.60
	LGA 1972 s 112

	BT
	180.00
	0.00
	Royal London
	Yearly Pension Contribution
	LGA 1972 s 112

	BT
	318.00
	53.00
	Hayeswood Landscapes
	Grass Cutting in the village 
	Open Spaces Act

	BT
	144.00
	0.00
	Ecton Village Hall
	Room Hire May 24 to Mar 25
	LGA 1972 s 112

	BT
	56.25
	0.00
	Ecton Village Hall
	Room Hire April & May – Chair Pilates
	General Power of Competence

	BT
	561.52
	0.00
	Zurich Insurance
	Ins renewal from 1st June 2025
	LGA 1972 112

	BT
	160.00
	0.00
	Shevolution Fitness
	Hire of Teacher for Chair Pilaes
	General Power of Competence

	BT
	1300.00


	0.00
	Ecton PCC
	Donation towards maintenance costs to the closed churchyard
	LGA 1972 s215


Total value of payments £3,391.26
To note approved payments made out of meeting in April by the Clerk using delegated powers
	Payment

Method
	Amount
	Vat
	Payee
	Details
	Power

	D/D
	47.00
	0.00
	ICO 
	Data Protection Licence Fee
	LGA 1972 s 112

	BT
	553.53
	0.00
	Shirley Wong
	Salary 25.3.25 to 22.4.25
20 hours @ £374.40
Holiday pay @ £262.08
Office & Broadband £35.42

Mileage 13.8miles @ £8.83
Tax deductions £127.20
	LGA 1972 s 112

	BT
	160.12
	0.00
	HMRC
	Employer NI £32.92

Tax S Wong £127.20
	LGA 1972 s 112

	BT
	44.00
	0.00
	Minuteman
	Flyers for Chair Pilates
	General Power of Competence

	BT
	618.35
	46.40
	Northants Calc
	Membership fees YE 2025 & Internal Audit YE 2025
	LGA 1972 s 112


Total value of payments £1,446.60
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