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Thank you to John Crane.
If you have a stunning seasonal photo you wish
to see on the front cover of the Ecton View
please email it to me.
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Editors Page
Welcome to the April edition of the Ecton View. Thank you once again for a
fantastic amount of content and with special thanks to Jane for keeping in touch
with all our regular advertisers. We are now able to produce The Ecton View
with a colour cover each month. One small down side is that this month I have
had no room left for a recipe, poem or reports I have on Bird-watching and Past
Ecton Festivals. I will get them in soon! But I will add Linda's Spring Poem to the
email copy which will also be added to the Ecton Website at
www.ectonvillage.co.uk.
Another part of village life is the arrival of the Spring Lambs. Can I remind all
village dog owners to abide by the country code. Take extra care to ensure your
dog is under control at all times and that it is always on a lead if you are in a
field with sheep and lambs in.

Free bus service to
Weston Favell Shopping Centre

Keep the content flowing

Tues and Wed mornings.
Pick up - TWE bus stop - 9.48am.
Arrives at Weston Favell Shopping Centre - 9.55am.
The return bus - departs Weston Favell
Shopping Centre - 11.30am.

Wendy

Many thanks to all my neighbours in the High
Street, the donations I have collected so-far

Ecton Parish Council have managed to get
Country Lion who run the buses to drop
residents back in the village and not at the bus
stop on the A4500.

me please let me know.

We are advised by Country Lion that residents
need to please remind the bus driver to turn
into Wellingborough Road and then into
Northampton Road to drop you off, as new
drivers may forget as Ecton residents don’t
currently use this service.

Wendy

Please spread the word so residents use this
service and our efforts were not in vain.

come to a fantastic

I still have a few days left (at time of print) so

if I missed you or you still have a donation for
Thanks again

May 2016

Copy for the
magazine to Wendy Stephens
Rectory Farm House, 46 High Street 01604 948936 or 07986 557773
email - swippets@hotmail.co.uk - By

22ⁿd April

Ecton Village
The Playpark
As you will know we have been trying to raise money to replace obsolete equipment and
update the Playpark. Unfortunately we have been unable to secure additional grant funding
and we are now in the position where we have about £7,500 to spend in the park but still
need at least as much again to be able to complete the job. Does anyone have any ideas or
contacts that might be able to help us? We will be holding a sponsored event for the children
in the village, I hope you will feel able to support this later in the year. In the meantime any
help or advice would be most welcome. Contact Sally Bresnahan on 01604 403027

The Village Hall
Good news! You may be aware that we have been refurbishing the former cricket changing
rooms to create a new lounge with a bar. A small army of hard working volunteers have been
building and decorating and a number of residents have supported us with very generous
donations in cash, kind, labour and materials. All of their efforts are now nearing completion
and we will soon have another great facility for the village. As advertised in this issue, the
official opening will be Monday 2ⁿd May, when you will all be able to come and see the new
area. HUGE THANKS to everyone who has helped with this project.

Ecton Golden Oldies
Another successful event was held on March 18th at The Village Hall where we all enjoyed
Games & lunch, good to see so many of you having a great time.
The Film Matinee at the Village Hall on Friday 15th April will be ‘The Lady in the Van’
doors open at 2pm. Anyone who is over 60 is welcome to come and join us. Please bring
along a friend or two of any age, any non-egos are welcome at £3 each. Any questions,
please ring Pat on 01604 402582.

Parish Council
Are you aware that there is a free bus service to Weston Favell Shopping Centre available
to you? This service runs on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. Pick up point the Worlds
End bus stop at 9.48am. Arrives at Weston Favell Shopping Centre at 9.55am. The return
journey departs Weston Favell Shopping Centre at 11.30am.
Ecton Parish Council have managed to get Country Lion who run the buses to drop residents
back in the village and not at the bus stop on the A4500. We are advised by Country Lion
that residents need to remind the bus driver to turn into Wellingborough Road and then into
Northampton Road to drop you off, as new drivers may forget as Ecton residents don’t
currently use this service.
Please spread the word so residents use this service and our efforts were not in vain.
DOG MESS IN THE VILLAGE
Despite many requests from the Parish Council there are still some dog walkers that are not
picking up dog mess left from their dogs. Residents are encouraged to report these offenders
to the local Dog Warden – Ginny Ross on 0300-126-6661. It is an offence not to clear up after
your dog and offenders that are caught will be fined.
Please take responsibility of your dog and dispose of your waste in the dog bins provided.
Be proud of your village and keep it tidy.
Ecton Parish Council’s next meeting will be Tuesday 17th May at 7.30pm. You can obtain a
full copy of the latest Parish Council Minutes. Email: ectonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk

Parish Council - Continued.
APPEAL AGAINST THE HIGHWAYS DECISION NOT TO IMPLEMENT A 20MPH ZONE IN
ECTON - Ecton Parish Council have been unsuccessful in their request to turn Ecton Village
into a 20mph Zone. The reviewing panel by consensus agreement determined there is no
compelling evidence to support a reduction to 20mph. The evidence used to support our
request was a recent speed survey in the village which determined that 85 cars out of every
100 cars travelling through the village were doing so at speeds of 23 mph and the lack of
recorded traffic accidents to the Police was also a key factor in their decision.
WE NEED YOUR HELP - We are able to appeal this decision but we need to back up this
appeal with further evidence. Resident Liam Collacott has agreed to build a case for an
appeal. Due to the lack of recorded traffic accidents we are encouraging residents to
contact Liam with evidence of any traffic accidents that have occurred in the village, so we
can present this to the panel for consideration to appeal their decision. Liam can be contact
details are: Liam Collacott, Bay Tree House, 1A High Street, Ecton. NN6 0QA
Tel: 01604 401058 (Please leave a message & Liam will reply) Email: liam@collacott-uk.co

Village Hall - Important decisions to make
The purpose of your village hall is to provide a venue for various forms of recreation and
leisure for the villagers. All villagers are invited to join us for a drink at the village hall on
Tuesday April 12th to hear a report on the committee’s actions over the last 12 months, the
hall’s financial situation and thoughts on the future. A very important item on the agenda is a
proposed change to the Constitution to allow the committee to expand its membership if
needed. The Constitution states that the Committee should have up to 6 representatives of
groups regularly using the hall. The proposed change would mean that if there are fewer than
6 regular groups then there could be additional co-opted members.
Remember, it is your village hall, so to give the committee the best chance of meeting the
needs of the village we need your views.
So please join us at the Village Hall Annual General Meeting on the 12th April at 7.30pm.

Open Church and Churchyard maintenance
On the first Saturday of each month the church is open from
10am to 12 noon for tea

and coffee.
We also have our monthly

churchyard tidy up (weather
permitting). If you’d like to snip,
trim or weed please come along to give us a hand and get
a cuppa at the same time! The churchyard is an important
space in the village
and our aim this year is to make it as pleasant as possible
for everyone who uses it.
Our next Open Church is Saturday 2ⁿd April (then 7th May).

Ecton Church Cleaning Rota
Date

Monthly Cleaning Team

30th Apr.
28th May.

A+B
C

Ecton Church Brass Cleaning Rota
Date

Six Weekly Cleaning team

16th Apr.
28th May.

Anne Henderson & Joy Wilson
Christine Jordan & Ingrid Cartwright

Team Members:
A - Dorothy Creed, Joy Wilson, Christine Jordan, Brenda Foster, Judy & Andrew Watson.
B - Linda Richards, David Fuller, Joy Bond, Mike & Sue Lowis.
C - Ingrid Cartwright, Charlotte Eley, Jude Coulter, Denise Collacott, Mary & David Dicks

Tea/Coffee Rota
Date
3rd Apr.
10th Apr.
17th Apr.
24th Apr.
1st May.

Time
11.00am
9.15am
11.00am
9.15am
11.00am

Type of Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
All Age Service with Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

Duty Team
Linda Richards
Christine Jordan & Joy Wilson
Anne Henderson & Charlotte Eley
Joy Bond & Linda Richards
Linda Richards

Side Persons Rota
Date
3rd Apr.
10th Apr.
17th Apr.
24th Apr.
1st May.

Time
11:00am
9.15am
11.00am
9.15am
11.00am

Type of Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
All Age Service with Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

Duty Team
Mary & David Dicks
Brenda & Philip Foster
Mark Aveyard & Charlotte Eley
Wendy Villette & David Fuller
Brian & Sylvia Saunders

Services and other events for March 2016
Date
Sun 3rd April
Sun 10th April
Tue 12th April
Sun 17th April
Sun 24th April

Time
Type of Service
11.00am Joint Benefice Service & Holy Communion
Rev Jackie Buck
9.15am Holy Communion
Rev Jackie Buck
10.00am Midweek Communion
Rev Jackie Buck
11.00am All Age with Holy Communion
Rev Jackie Buck
9.15am Morning Prayer
Mrs Wendy Villette

Transport Co-ordinators
If you need a lift to Church or a Church Event, or can offer one, please contact:
Charlotte Eley 01933 225848

Location
Ecton
Ecton
Ecton
Wilby
Ecton
Ecton

A Message from Revd. Jackie Buck
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when
you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you”
(Jeremiah 29:11-12)
These verses, from the Old Testament book of the prophet Jeremiah,
have been a constant source of inspiration and confidence throughout my
life and as I begin my ministry among you, as Rector of Great Doddington, Wilby and
Ecton, I have in recent weeks returned to them again.
Times of change can bring with them mixed feelings, feelings of excitement and
uncertainty, of joy and sadness, but knowing God has a plan and hears our prayers can
give us the confidence we need to face change and to look for and give thanks for God’s
blessings along the way.
With these thoughts in mind I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who
has kept the churches running during the Vacancy, who made sure the Rectory and
garden were ready for our move on 8th March and who organised the special services and
lunches to welcome Derick and I to the Benefice.
As well as working in the churches I am looking forward to finding my way around the
villages and joining in community events. I was born and brought up in the Bedfordshire
village of Bromham and lived there until the age of 21, when I married Derick and we
moved to Kempston. Derick comes from the village of Northill near Ickwell, famous for its
May Day. We have two grown up children, Matthew, aged 25 who now lives and works in
London, training to be a Shop Manager with Primark, and Sarah, who is 22 years old and
works at an Argos store in Oxford. Derick has worked all his life in the grocery trade and
currently works at the Co-op in Olney.
I completed my Ordination Training on the Eastern Region Ministry Course and in 2009
began a three year curacy in the rural benefice of Cople, Moggerhanger and Willington. In
2012 I took up a second curacy at St Mary the Virgin, Goldington a suburban area of
Bedford. These two different experiences have, I believe, prepared me well for my
ministry among you and I look forward to getting to know as many of you as possible in
the coming months.
To relax I enjoy gardening, which is a good thing having seen the size of the Rectory
garden; walking, again a good thing given the wonderful walks in this area; handicrafts,
such as cross stitch and adult colouring and reading.
We come to you trusting in God’s plans for the future and his promise to hear our prayers
and I’d like to end with this simple prayer
For all that has been. Thanks!
For all that will be. Yes!
With God’s Blessing,
Revd. Jackie Buck
Rector of Great Doddington and Wilby and Ecton

SATURDAY APRIL 23rd
CHURCH of ST. MARY MAGDALENE, ECTON
7.30 pm - Doors open at 7.00pm, TICKETS - £10 & £8 Concessions
includes a drink & nibbles.

St Georges Day

For Tickets contact; Sheila Ingram 01604 406038 or 19 West Street
Dorothy Creed 01604 407864, 22a Church View or
Nigel Bond 01604 948040, 34 West Street.

CUPPA, CAKE, CRAFT and CHAT
Our next get together is on Wednesday 13th April
between 2pm and 4pm. Come along to the church with
your knitting, crochet etc - or just come for a natter.
Coffee or Tea, Cake & Biscuits.
The following meeting is 11th May - same time & place!
SHORT MAT BOWLS...REMINDER.
Don’t forget to come and try your hand at Short Mat Bowling on
April 7th at 7.30 p.m.
We look forward to seeing you. For more information call
Maurice Creed on 01604 407864.

Specialist in the field of International Business Development
Email: ian@iansconsulting.com
Mobile +44 7831 504 654

Three Horseshoes - Events
April/May
Sat 2ⁿd April
Wed 6th April
Wed 20th April
Sun 24th April
Thur 28th April
Wed 4th May
Wed 18th May
Thur 26th May
Sun 29th May

Matt Rees
Bill’s Quiz Night
Bill’s Quiz Night
Sunday Jazz
Open Mike Night
Bill’s Quiz Night
Bill’s Quiz Night
Open Mike Night
Sunday Jazz

Pop in to the pub frequently to avoid missing something!
EVERY FRIDAY – EARLY DOORS – DRAUGHT BEERS STILL AT ONLY
£2.50 !! - FROM 5.30pm

Ecton Village Primary School
Another Wonderful Term!
As another term draws to close I thought we would again share what the children of Ecton

Village Primary School have been up to.
Work in Class
As well as working hard to develop and embed the key skills of reading and writing we
feel that it is important that they are also given creative opportunities. The children in the
Hedgehog class (year 1 and year 2) have spent this term studying Australia. They have
looked at the geography and history of this amazing country. They also studied some of
the strange animals from this far away land. However, the most exciting part of this topic
was the art exhibition. The children recreated some Aboriginal art and painted some of
their favourite animals. This work was then displayed and parents and carers came to
admire their beautiful creations. The children loved showing their work to family
members!
World Book Day
Thursday 3 March was a big day for our school! Like many schools across the country,
we celebrated World Book Day. The children in our Owls class (years 5 and 6) came
dressed as Shakespearean characters; the Badgers (years 3 and 4) came as characters from
David Walliams novels; the Hedgehogs (years 1 and 2) characters created by
Roald Dahl and the Squirrels (Reception class) came as a character from a
traditional tale. They looked AMAZING! Mrs Cleaver came dressed as
Miss Trunchbull and really enjoyed being a ‘mean’ teacher for the day while
the postman was quite surprised when Gandalf signed for a parcel!
Book based treasure hunts; shared reading adventures and a visit from a
professional author made for an exciting day. The KS2 children spent the
afternoon looking at authorial craft under the guidance of local published
children’s author Rachel Campling. A number of the children have been so
inspired that they are continuing to write and share their stories with Rachel.

May Day
Our next exciting event is our May Day celebration. This will be another opportunity for
the children to share their school experiences with family members and the local
community. We do hope that the event will be supported by village residents as the
children are very excited about sharing ‘Ecton Village Primary Academy – Past, Present
and Future’.

THANK YOU to everyone who turned up on a very cold day to clean up.
A great job was done by everyone and the village looks great. Thanks also to Anita
who provided toast and crumpets in the pub afterwards.
Some residents regularly clean up when they are out walking. If anyone is interested in
adopting an area to keep clean or is prepared to keep the immediate area near their
house clean and tidy we could keep the village looking lovely. Please let any member
of the Parish Council know if you are interested.
Dog fouling
I have just walked round the village on the day following the Spring Clean and the
Church Yard tidy up and there to my horror on the gravel path in the Church Yard
was a pile of dog poo. To the owner....you know who you are-PLEASE clean up after
your dog. It is disgusting and totally inconsiderate.
- Jude Coulter.

Ecton Allotment Association
Plots are available
If you are interested in obtaining one then please contact
Melvyn Savage on 07850 842505

A � HUGE � thank � you �t o � everyone � for
supporting� our� Penalty� Shoot� Out
Mackenzie� &� Matteus� raised� £155�
for Sports Relief 2016.
ECTON WINE TASTING
Friday 8th April
7.30pm in the Village Hall
Tickets £17.50 includes great wine and a meal
Available from Carol at 47 West Street
carolarmstrong1@gmail.com 01604 402907

Proposed merger of
Earls Barton Medical Centre with Penvale Park Medical Centre

Dear Patient
As a patient of Earls Barton Medical Centre, I am writing to you to advise you that
we are proposing to merge with Penvale Park Medical Centre after a period of
consultation.
As a locality we have worked closely with Penvale Park Medical Centre for many
years and as you may be aware, the governments agenda for smaller practices is
to work more collaboratively by forming federation working or by merging
practices together in order to provide improved patient access and care whilst
providing the continuity of care for patients.
We are committed to keeping all that is best and most cherished about the family
doctor whilst maximising the benefits for patients from working within another like
minded organisation therefore feel that Penvale Park, having the same values
would be the ideal partner to merge with.
Both Earls Barton Medical Centre and Penvale Park Medical Centre have
relatively small list sizes with very similar performance levels, demographics and
patient population types.
Presently, smaller practices may become unviable or face cuts in services as
NHS England rolls out its equity in funding across all general practices.
The proposed merger will allow sharing of medical staff as well as background
managerial and administrative staff. There will be no staff cuts made at either of
the practices, clinical or administration.
Joint working and mergers are the direction of general practice currently due to
the pressures experienced in primary care and the NHS as a whole.
The proposed merger will provide patients with better access to a greater choice
of clinicians and a wider range of services.
Yours sincerely
Lorraine Spicer – Practice Manager
For and on behalf of EBMC and PPMC

Patient Questions & Answers
Proposed Merger between Earls Barton Medical Centre and
Penvale Park Medical Centre
Question
What will the
new merged
practice be
called?

Answer
It is important that we retain our own identity that makes us who we
are and that patients are familiar with. The proposed new practice
will therefore remain as called Earls Barton Medical Centre.

Should the practices merge we are determined to maintain familyfriendly services despite the addition of a branch surgery at
What difference
Penvale Park Medical Centre. You should no change in the day to
will this make to
day services however, we should be in a better position to provide
me as a patient?
easier access, whilst offering broader clinical skill mix and increase
patient satisfaction.

Will it be easier
to get an
appointment?

We will undertake a comprehensive review of how the appointment
system works. You will still be able to book on line, via telephone or
in person, We shall be introducing more same day Minor Illness
clinics with a Nurse Practitioner and patients will be able to book
advance appointments to suit them.

What services
can I expect?

We will work hard to offer continuity of care to our patients by
utilising:
• Urgent conditions/illnesses will be assessed by a Nurse
Practitioner same day either by telephone assessment of by
face to face consultation.
• Access to a GP within 48 hours
• Online appointment booking up to two weeks in advance
• Online repeat prescription ordering
• Text confirmation and reminder of appointments
• The ability to speak to a GP or Nurse on the telephone.
• Planned coordinated investigations to minimise the
number of times that a patient needs to visit the surgery
• Additional Nurse Practitioner to offer triage and care for
minor illness and injuries.

Will I still be
able to see the
All doctors and nurses that are involved in your care will remain
GP/Nurse of my available at Earls Barton Medical Centre.
choice?

Earls Barton Post Office, 37 The Square, Earls Barton, NN6 0NA Proposed move to new premises & branch modernisation
I’m writing to let you know that we are proposing, with the Postmaster’s
agreement, to move Earls Barton Post Office branch to a new location
- Premier Store, 17-19 Station Road, Earls Barton, Northampton NN6 0NT. I’m pleased to
tell you that, if the move goes ahead, subject to consultation it will change to one of our new
local style branches.
This change is part of a major programme of modernisation taking place across the Post
Office network, the programme is underpinned by Government Investment and will see up
to 8,000 branches modernised. In brief this will mean for our customer:
• Post Office services will be offered from a till on the retail counter in a modern open
plan branch.
• Longer opening hours.
• The majority of Post Office products and services will still be available.
• Improved accessibility.
Proposed month of change - May/June 2016
Posters with final details will be on display soon in the current branch location.
Will Russell
Regional Network Manager
Customer Helpline: 03457 22 33 44
Earls Barton Post Office Information Sheet
Current Post Office location

Proposed new Post Office branch
location (subject to local public
consultation)

37 The Square
Earls Barton
Northampton
NN6 0NA

Premier Store
17-19 Station Road
Earls Barton
Northampton
NN6 0NT

Address

Post Office
opening hours

Mon

09:00 - 13:00
14:00 - 17:30

Tue

09:00 - 13:00
14:00 - 17:30

Mon
Tue

06:00 - 20:00

Wed

09:00 - 13:00
14:00 - 17:30

Wed

06:00 - 20:00

09:00 - 13:00
14:00 - 17:30

Thu

06:00 - 20:00

Thur

Fri

06:00 - 20:00

Sat

07:00 - 20:00

Sun

07:00 - 20:00

Fri

09:00 - 13:00
14:00 - 17:30

Sat

09:00 - 12:00

Sun

Closed

06:00 - 20:00

Earls Barton Post Office Information Sheet - Continued
Current Post Office location

Distance

Accessibility &
Accessibility
works

Proposed new Post Office branch
location (subject to local public
consultation)

86 metres away from current branch, along varied terrain.

Access and facilities
Access and facilities
Current branch has a threshold strip The proposed premises would
and steps with a grab rail.
have a wide door. Currently there
is a step at the entrance to the
proposed premises, however a
portable ramp with grab rails and
bell would be installed, there
would be a hearing loop and space
for a wheelchair.
Parking
Parking
Roadside parking is available nearby. There are roadside parking
facilities available outside of the
proposed premises.

Retail

Cards and stationery

Convenience Store

Local Public
Consultation
starts

12th February 2016

Local Public
Consultation
ends

29th March 2016

Proposed month
of change

May/June 2016

Above is information and details about the new location and also a chart showing the range
of products that will be available. If you have any comments or questions, please email or
write to me via our Communications and Consultation team. - Branch Code : 172226
Email: comments@postoffice.co.uk
Post: FREEPOST Your Comments (Please note this is the full address to use)
Please note that your comments will not be kept confidential unless you expressly ask us to
do so by clearly marking them “In Confidence”. Any information we receive will be
considered as we finalise our plans for the new branch.
Will Russell - Regional Network Manager - Customer Helpline: 03457 22 33 44

Earls Barton Post Office services available
Your Postmaster or our Customer Helpline on 03457 22 33 44 will be happy to help you with any
queries about product availability or provide you with details of maximum value of transactions.
Customers can also shop online at www.postoffice.co.uk
Current
branch

New branch

Mail
First & Second Class mail
Stamps, stamp books ( 1st class 6 & 12 only, 2ⁿd class 12 only)
Special stamps (Christmas issue only & postage labels
Signed For, Special Delivery
Home shopping returns, Inland small, medium & large parcels
Express & contract parcels

Express 24 & 48

British Forces Mail (BFPO)
International letters & postcards (Inc. Signed for & Airsure)
International parcels up to 2kg & printed papers up to 5kg
Parcelforce Worldwide International Parcels
Articles for the blind (inland & international)
Royal Mail redirection service
Local Collect, Drop & Go

Withdrawals, deposits and payments
Post Office Card Account
Personal & Business Banking cash withdrawals, deposits & balance
enquiries using a card. Also enveloped cheque deposits and barcoded
deposit slips
Postal orders, Moneygram, Change giving

Bill payments
Automated bill payments (card or barcode)
Key recharging
Transcash (without barcode)

Driving
Car tax

Licences
Rod fishing licences

Travel
Pre-order travel money
On demand travel money

Euros/Dollars

Euros/Dollars

Travel insurance referral
On demand travel insurance
Mobile Top-ups & E vouchers
Payment by cheque
Products marked are available at Northampton Road Post Office,
196 Northampton Road, Wellingborough, NN8 3PW

Car tax only
Opening
times:
Mon - Sat
Sun

09:00 - 17:30
Closed

Ecton Village Traffic Calming
It was reported at the last Parish Council meeting that the request to reduce
the speed limit through the village to 20 mph ad been rejected by the County
Councils Highways Department.
Their representative said it was rejected as they had not received evidence
of the need to introduce such measures. After some discussion it was
recognised there were gaps in the reporting process and the Parish Council
could appeal against the decision.
Therefore, in order to support the appeal the Parish Council is asking
residents of Ecton to report any past traffic incidents in the village, as well as
the A4500, no matter how trivial they may have been.
It would be appreciated if you could complete the following questionnaire,
and return it to me, Liam Collacott, at Bay Tree House, 1A High Street,
Ecton.
Alternatively, if you feel it would be beneficial you can contact me by
telephone 01604 401058 and leave a message and your telephone number
and I will get back to you, or you can email me, liam@collacott-uk.com
In anticipation of your co-operation I thank you.

Ecton Village Traffic Calming Questionnaire
Your Name
and Address

Details of
Traffic
Incident
including
Location
Approximate
Time and
Date

SPRING IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER
Crocus and snowdrops peeking their heads through the
left over shrubs
Daffodils flowering in the outside tubs
Blossom appearing on the old apple tree
Watching the flight of the odd striped bumble bee
Seeing the spring lambs gambolling in the sun
Wondering if Winter is really done
There is a real sense of buzz as the birds begin to call
Building their nests in the crack in the wall
Primrose and pansies brighten the borders
A morning gardening – just what the doctor orders
The Spring sunshine seems to make all things right
With warmer temperatures and nights that are light
Spring really is my favourite season of the year
It casts out any worries and pushes out the fear
It triggers the spark deep within our brain
Invigorating our being and keeping us all sane!
Linda Lane March 2016

EGO’s Cinema
Friday 15th April
at 2.30 (doors 2.00)
at Ecton Village Hall
Free entry for
EGOs Members
Others welcome at £3

Ambler FR
EE

Painting & Decorating
FULLY INSURED
NO JOB TOO SMALL!
t: 01604 460982
m: 07845 441652

EST

IMA
T ES

Your local professional and reliable
Painting & Decorating Service
…built on recommendation

Putting Communities First
101 - non emergencies & enquires

Message sent by
Suzie Fletcher (Police, Crime Prevention, FHQ)
We’re urging people to take extra care with their home security and reminding them never to
open their door to any callers they are not expecting. The advice comes following a number of
burglaries and robberies at the homes of elderly people across the county, where force or
distraction techniques have been used to break in and steal property.
More than 50 robberies and distraction burglaries involving victims aged 65 and over have been
reported since 1 January this year. While the majority of these have happened in the Northampton
area, incidents have also been reported in other parts of the county, including Kettering and
Wellingborough.
Public support is really important and we’re asking people to help elderly relatives, friends and
neighbours. Please help those you care about to check their home is as secure as possible and
remind them never open the door to anyone they’re not expecting – whoever they say they are.
Anyone calling in an official capacity will understand.
Please also report anything suspicious or call us if you have any information about who may be
involved in these offences – either call 101 or the Doorstep crime Action Network hotline 0345
23 07 702.
Here is some important advice to share with elderly or vulnerable friends, relatives and
neighbours:
•
Make sure you can see who is at the door before you answer it. Where possible fit a
spy-hole to identify callers. Alternatively talk to them through an adjacent window.
•
Don’t feel pressured into opening the door. Don’t feel you are being rude, genuine
callers won’t mind. If you’re not sure, don’t open the door.
•
Set up passwords with your utility companies – genuine callers will need to recite this
password to you.
•
Don’t use telephone numbers on ID cards – if the person isn’t genuine the ID and the
telephone number won't be either. Obtain telephone numbers direct from the phone
directory. Alternatively make a list of your important numbers and keep them near
the phone.
•
If someone is knocking on the door saying they are the police, call 101 and check the
identity with the police control room. In an emergency call 999.
•
Look out for those who are vulnerable within your family or neighbourhood
•
If you have any suspicions or concerns that doorstep rogue traders or distraction
burglars are operating in your community or targeting someone you know, please
do not hesitate to contact our dedicated doorstep crime hotline: 0345 23 07 702
•
Distraction burglars or ‘bogus callers’ will call at a house with the intention of tricking
their way inside to steal money and/ or other valuables. They may be smartly
dressed and claim to be from the water board, the council, the police, health
organisations or charities.
•
They may say they need to turn off the water because of a leak, use the phone because
their car has broken down, or perhaps say they have lost a pet. The caller may be a
man, a woman or even a child and they will use any story they can to try and gain
access to the property.

BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD
Dovecotes, 5 Barton Fields
Ecton, Northampton,
NN6 0BF
Telephone 07802 836086
buildwithstones@aol.com

THE THREE
HORSESHOES
Your Local Pub
01604 407446

Available for
Functions
Skittles & Games

Puzzle Page - April 2016
Ecton Crossword

Three Horseshoes
Ladies Skittles Team

Any Ladies looking to join
our village Skittles Team?
We play on a Monday Evening 8pm till about
10.30 in the Northampton Ladies Skittles
League, at present our team is top of the 1st
Division and we are looking for new players,
no experience necessary, who would like to
join us for a great game and a lot of fun.
If you are interested please phone me on
07986 557773
Thanks - Wendy
Clues marked * are cryptic, including one that is about Ecton.
The rest are normal definition clues.
Across
1 Church converted lean
Madge * (9)
7 Animal sign (5)
8 Pedal round appeal * (5)
9 When the separatists are
due * (1,1,1)
10 2 under raptor * (5)
11 Bag for betters * (4)
13 Musician Alpert (4)
15 Actor Orlando (5)
17 Mix ale in the meadow * (3)
18 17 syllable poem (5)
19 France's longest river (5)
20 Between Australia and
New Zealand (6,3)

Friday Apr 1st
Friday Apr 8th
Friday Apr 15th
Friday Apr 22ⁿd
Friday Apr 29th

Down
1 Bivalve sounds strong * (6)
2 Mary Ann Evans' pen
name (6,5)
3 Concur (5)
4 Temporary immigrant (5)
5 Stone circle around
electric circuits * (11)
6 Edit reverse flow * (4)
12 Single cell organism (6)
14 Chicago, Detroit or Delta
music genre (5)
15 Lightweight wood (5)
16 Wash around George
Bernard * (4)

Ecton Post Box Collection Times:
Post Box at Sunnyside:Monday to Friday 4.15pm and
Saturday 10.45am
Post Box at The Laurels:Monday to Friday 9.00am and
Saturday 7.00am
Ecton Odours!
From time to time
we can experience
strong odours.
If you detect a ‘Pong’ you suspect is
from the Treatment Works, please
report it to Anglian Water on 08457
145 145 once a call is logged they
can deal with the problem and will
report back to you.

Bin Collection for April & May 2016
Black
Friday May 6th
Green & Brown
Friday May 13th
Black
Friday May 20th
Green & Brown
Friday May 27th
Black

Green & Brown
Black
Green & Brown
Black

admin@timeforyounorthants.co.uk

Weston
Favell
Village
Weston
Favell
Village

Footcare for the Elderly
Diabetic Foot checks/assessments
Treatment/Advice
for Skin and Nail problems
Foot and Heel pain

Advertising Rates
For inclusion in a years issues and full
colour pdf copy sent to you by email
each month.
Quarter Page - £30 per Year

Half Page - £50 per Year
Full Page - £75 per Year
Contact: Jane Jeyes
07706 945600
jane.jeyes@sky.com
Colour pages are available at
agreed rates. Your advert will also
appear in the magazine on the
Ecton Village website
www.ectonvillage.co.uk

Puzzle Results
- March 2016

WH Thomas Butchers - Ecton’s very own butcher’s. You can now purchase the very same meat
we serve in our restaurants, Franks Steakhouse, Franks Hamburger House & Franks - The Artizan.
Stop by today and you'll never look back.

W H Thomas Butchers, Washbrook lane, Ecton, Northampton, NN6 0QU
Tel: 01604 811004 Email: whthomas_butchers@outlook.com

We are a family run business situated in the heart of the beautiful countryside of Northamptonshire.
Established in 1984, Riding School - Pony Club - Childcare Centre - Gift Vouchers - Birthday Parties Merchandise - Contact - Rebecca Perrin – Proprietor - email: rebecca@eastlodgeridingschool.co.uk or
Janeen Shepherd – Yard Manager and Chief Instructor
April - May Events
Tel: 01604 810 244 - Mobile: 07807 067 747
web: www.eastlodgeridingschool.co.uk
Helper Day & Helper Lesson’s
Office Opening Hours:
Fri 1st April - 2.00pm
Monday 10:00 to 17:00
Show Jumping Training Camp!!!
Tuesday 09:00 to 21:30
Mon 4th - Wed 6th April.
Wednesday 09:00 to 21:30
Pony Club Badge Catch Up!
Thursday 09:00 to 21:30
Tuesday 5th April - 11.00am
Friday 09:00 to 21:00
Saturday 08:00 to 17:00
Pamper a Pony Day
Sunday 09:00 to 18:00
Thurs 7th April - 11.00am
Situated just off A4500 between
Northampton and Wellingborough.
East Lodge Farm, Ecton
Northampton NN6 0QU

Special Offer - Private Lesson Day
Mon 11th April - 8.00am
Spring Open Day Mon 2nd May - 12-4pm

